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age (Kaye's Life of Lord Metcalfe, Vol. II, Chapter 2).
In this he was undoubtedly right, for, as already pointed
out, the whole of the Deccan was now in a state of
profound peace. The Subsidiary Force was more than
sufficient to afford ample protection to the Nizam within
his own dominions, and outside of them he had ab-
solutely nothing to fear, for he was now entirely sur-
rounded either by British territory or the territory of
allied princes. Around him the Pax Britannica had*
been for the first time introduced, and whatever
trouble he had to expect in future arose entirely
from the disorganized state of his own dominions and
finances. The disorganization of the dominions was
in a great measure due to the disorganization of the
finances, and this again was in a great measure due to the
enormous drain caused by the maintenance of the
Contingent and by the claims of William Palmer & Co.
There seems to be no doubt that, had Lord Hastings acted
with fairness and consideration towards the interests of
his old and " faithful ally " the Nizam, he would not
have encouraged him to maintain this expensive and
unnecessary force. But this of course he never adopted ;
for, instead of helping him to reduce if not abolish the
force entirely, for the next thirty years he actually
deprecated any interference with it whatsoever. As the
Contingent became an established fact, vested interests
continued to grow up in connection with it, which became
well-nigh impossible to sever. Like an avalanche, the evil
continued to increase in volume and weight the longer it
moved on, and although successive Governors-General
spoke and wrote derisively of the expenditure, and although
successive Residents pointed out the growing embarrass-
ments of the Government, no one ever attempted to apply
the knife to the sore which was sapping the vitals of the